
Course Work Syllabus for PhD Students 

Department of Ancient Indian and World History 

 

Total Credit 12 

Compulsory course on research ethics – 2 Credits 

 

Course 1: Historical Methods and Historiography (5 credit course) 

Unit 1 (15 classes) 

1. What is History? 

2. Perceptions of History in the premodern world 

3. Enlightenment and the Positivist turn 

Unit 2 (15 classes) 

1. Marxist perception of History 

2. The British Marxist historians 

3. The Annales school of History 

Unit 3 (25 classes) 

1. The Postmodernist challenge 

2. Nationalism and History 

3. Feminism and History 

4. Psychoanalysis and History 

5. Environmental History 

Unit 4 (20 classes) 

Historiography of early/medieval/modern India 
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Course 2: Debates in Indian History (5 credits) 

Unit 1: Debates on Early Indian History (24 classes) 

1. The Aryan Question 

2. Ancient India and Historical Consciousness 

3. The nature of the state in ancient India 

4. The Feudalism Debate 

Unit 2: Debates on Medieval Indian History (24 classes) 

1. Islam in Medieval India 

2. The Mughal State 

3. Trade in the Indian Ocean 

4. The Eighteenth Century Debate 

Unit 3: Debates on Modern Indian History (12 classes) 

1. The nature of Indian national movement 



2. Forest, Land, Environment and the State in colonial India 

Unit 4: Debates on Contemporary Indian History (12 classes) 

1. The Partition of India and its aftermath 

2. Characterising the post-colonial Indian state 
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Exam structure 

Full Marks – 50 

Term paper writing and Presentation – 10 

End semester exam – 40: 

1 question of 5 marks (4 options): 1X5 

2 questions of 10 marks (5 options): 2X10 

1 question of 15 marks (4 options): 1X15  

 


